
AMPHITHEATER UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT #10 

BOND FACT SHEET & FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

PROPOSITION 447 
 
Background:  

The amount of capital funding that Amphitheater Public Schools receives from the state each year has 

been drastically reduced by approximately 87%, from $7.72 million in 2007 to a little over $800,000 in 

2015. Capital funding is used to maintain, repair, or improve buildings, provide transportation, purchase 

equipment for students, instructional technology, and other items for use in the classroom. To put that into 

context: 

 The roofing at Canyon Del Oro High School costs $926,199 to replace 

 Structural repairs and roofing for the Ironwood Ridge High School gym costs $354,368 

 One heating and air conditioning (HVAC) boiler at Amphi High School costs $187,936 

 One new bus runs $130,000  

 As a district, we maintain 2,579,725 square feet of building space, 1,178 heating and air 

conditioning units, 138 buses, and more than 5,800 computers and 1,500 laptops.  

 

What is a Bond?  

A bond is special funding that fills in the gaps where state funding is insufficient for capital needs. Bonds 

are loans made to the school district used to purchase capital items and make capital improvements to 

existing facilities, such as renovating a school, replacing roofs or aging HVAC units, or purchasing 

school buses.  

 

Why is Amphitheater Public Schools calling upon local voters for a bond election?  

The State’s School Facilities Board has not provided funding for building maintenance and repair to keep 

facilities up-to-standard for over eight years. As a result, bond funding is the only mechanism to begin to 

restore, repair and refurbish existing facilities.  

 

What will the Bond do for Amphitheater students?  

The Governing Board of Amphitheater Public Schools has called this special bond election to provide 

funding for school facility maintenance and renovations, student transportation, and instructional 

technology.   

 

1) The District is recommending that bond funds be used for safety upgrades, maintenance, replacements, 

and refurbishing of schools and district facilities such as: 

 Roofing and exterior structural components of buildings 

 Replacement of failed or deteriorated school heating and cooling systems  

 Aged electrical infrastructure, lighting and emergency power systems 

 Upgrading of fire alarms and security systems 

 Replacement of worn tile and carpets, ceilings, restroom partitions, furniture 

 Plumbing fixtures and water and sewer systems 

 Site structures such as security safety fencing, gates, walkways, shade covers, outdoor athletic 

courts, bleachers, and parking lots 

 Renovating or replacing special equipment used to support compliance with the Americans with 

Disabilities Act  

 Improving playgrounds, athletic fields, irrigation systems and storm water drainage 

 

2) The District is also recommending that bond funds be used to purchase air conditioned, fuel efficient 

school buses and vans to replace vehicles in its aging bus and vehicle fleet that are past their useful life. 

 

3) The 2016 Bond program will also provide improvements to the learning environment by allowing the 

District to purchase instructional technology for use by students and staff and upgrade network 

infrastructure to enhance the educational environment district wide. 

 



What amount is Amphitheater Public Schools asking for in the upcoming bond election? 

The total bond is for $58 million. 

 

How much will the bond cost the average taxpayer?  

There would be no increase to the tax levy as a result of the successful passage of the bond election.  

 

What is the difference between this bond election and the override that the Amphitheater 

community passed in November 2014? 

Bond funds in the November 2016 election will focus primarily on the renovation and maintenance of all 

facilities, with roofing, heating and cooling systems, and replacement of aged electrical infrastructure and 

lighting. Bond funds are completely separate from Maintenance and Operations (M&O) funding. In 2014, 

the district asked voters to approve an M&O override to allow Amphitheater Public Schools to maintain 

lower class sizes, offer expanded and higher level courses to students, offer intervention programs for 

challenged learners, retain quality teachers and other staff, and guarantee Art, Music and Physical 

Education classes for all elementary students taught by specially qualified staff.   
 

How does the passage of Proposition 123 impact the need for a Bond? 

It does not have an impact because nearly all of the Proposition 123 funds received are being used to raise 

teacher and staff salaries. The state is facing a teacher shortage and therefore competitive salaries are 

critical to attract and retain quality staff for our children. There are no additional funds from Proposition 

123 available to address the District’s capital needs. 

 

How do I know the money will be spent as indicated?  

The District is committed to responsible stewardship of bond funds. Arizona law requires the district to 

clearly identify how the bonds will be spent in the voter information pamphlet.  

 

Additionally, school districts must hold public hearings annually to inform the public on the progress of 

how the bond proceeds are spent. Communication on the bond fund usage will be shared with 

stakeholders on a consistent basis on the Amphitheater district website located at www.amphi.com and 

though other channels. 

 

When will the Bond be on the ballot?  

This school improvement bond (Proposition 447) will be on the Tuesday, November 8, 2016 regular 

election ballot. Last day for voter registration is Monday, October 10, 2016. Early voting for this measure 

will start Wednesday, October 12, 2016. 

http://www.amphi.com/

